Streaming: Benefits and Limitations
Streaming technology dramatically expanded access to creative works and media distribution. It allows creators to reach global audiences instantly and enables listeners, viewers, and readers to access vast libraries of content on demand.
However, the same systems that enable this accessibility also introduce several structural limitations.
Streaming platforms typically separate media from the contextual elements that once defined a release. Artwork, sequencing, liner notes, and the narrative surrounding a release often become secondary or disappear entirely within algorithm-driven playlists and recommendation systems.
As a result, the identity of the release itself is frequently lost.
This dual effect—expanded distribution combined with the loss of release identity—is what led to the concept described earlier as “the ream of the stream.”
SpinStream attempts to address this imbalance by restoring the artifact of the release while remaining compatible with modern streaming distribution.

